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Turkey, however, did not collapse, though its
power often seemed to be about to be broken.
The Tsar Nicholas became impatient, and in
1853 he faroueht matters to a head. The treaty
of Kutchtik-Kainardji of 1774 between Russia
and Turkey clearly recognised the right of Russia
to make representations to Constantinople in
regard to Christians within the Turkish dominions,
but the Tsars interpretation went much further.
He claimed, in effect, that so far as members of
the Greek Orthodox Church \vere concerned,
Turkey was in the position of a protectorate of
Russia, which proudly claimed the leadership of
the Greek Church.
England was alarmed at the thought of Russian
aggression in India ; if the Tsar obtained in-
fluence in Turkey^, he would have an entrance for
his fleet through the Bosphoms into the Mediter-
ranean. But apart from India, England had an
objection to any growth in Russian power,
whether at the expense of Turkey or any other
nation. It was the policy of the English Govern-
ment to maintain the balance of power in Europe,
and Russia, in the opinion of many Englishmen,
was already too strong. Austria and Prussia
were also opposed to Russia's pretensions, but
they had far less direct interest in the matter.
France had a quarrel of her own with Russia.
Jerusalem -was in the possession of the Turks, and
both Russia and. France claimed that the places
holy to Christians must be in Christian custody.
The Tsar demanded that he should be their